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capacity and courage; but then as now success depended mainly on the chief; find it 1ms been shown that the KuidhiK n;lll(l ftl Whitehall wits that of Tilt.
Ilia diplomatic triumphs recorded in this chapter wme ttt have a marked Influence on the future of Kuropc. It i^ not generally known how ucute was the danger arising from the schemes of Catharine II and Joseph II. In popular imagination the premonitory rumblings of the Krench Revolution rivet the attention of the world to the exclusion of all else; but a perusal of the letters of statesmen shows that nine-tenths of their lime were yiven to thwarting the plans of tin: iiuprrird revolutionism. In truth J'Yeurh demon-aey could not have jjitinetl Us rapid and caw triumphs had not thr inonart'hirs ol Central and Kiislmi Kuropu .ihaken the old urder ol ihiii^n in iln base, so that t:ven the intcll/K<;iit coiiNcTVutimn of I'itl (ailed lo uphold the hJHtoric fabric from Ihu uLUtcks thai came limn ihe l''.r.t mid the West. Well was ll for Grail Mrilain thai lu-r diplomatic position wn.i fully riMsurwl Ity the nutuinn of the year f/*K.H. I-'or al lhat lime lunacy beset her monarch, paraly/nl her executive government, and thrculcncd to ptncc her fortunes at lite merry of n cllflsolute pr/ncc. men; Ihe Heenml pmviili'd that a Jlrilish . should as-.i'il I'nissia If the hater applied fur it.1 lut'i was formed an imposing league. The splendid army of win, Ime.knl by the Heels and rriourcei of (irral Hritaln and Ihitch KepubHc, ronililutrrd a force which ilnrhiK three •* wan to maintain peace and assure- the future of Ihe smaller m If we remember Ihe HUte uf woeful [solution of ]Cii((l>uicl to Ihc summer of 1787,010 conlrant in her poHltlon a year r l« Hlnrllln^. It camo about owinpj Id the caution of I'itt , time when preclplltile action would have marred evcry-K. IliH whe delay in the early HIHK«H of the Dutch crisis, his diplnmalic coyness in the, bar^nlnlng with I'nissia are r. admirable*." The llrilish envoy.*, luvart and Harris (Keith /lennii de.ir.rves also In be named) were men of unuiutil
